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                       Otterburn Parish Council 

Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4 June, 2019 
Between 7.30pm and 8.15pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall 

MINUTES 

Present - Andrew Shone – Chair, Cllrs Joanne Nichols, Gemma Cook, George Peto 

In Attendance - Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Euan Pringle 

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllrs Appleby and Farrell 
2. Declarations of interest – Cllr Peto item 8g.    
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous Ordinary meeting and the Annual 

Parish meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair 
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr John Riddle was unable to attend 

 
5. Matters arising 

a) item 5a: Ray Windfarm update:  The Chair provided an update following attendance at the B4RN meeting 
regarding the hyper-fast broadband that will provide 1 gigabit speed. There needed to be at least 50% sign-up 
of interest from properties within the Parish.  He provided details of a meeting held that day and action 
proposed to work towards achieving the target. The Clerk highlighted the CIC Open meeting on 6 June at 
Kirkwhelpington.       
b) item 5b: Road safety in the Parish: The Clerk advised he had not received a further update from Neil Snowdon 
(NCC) on the progress of the various matters within the Parish.  
c) item 5c: Community Speed Watch scheme: The Clerk advised that he had sent on the details of those within 
Otterburn and Rochester who had expressed an interest to volunteer, to PC Lee Davison and was waiting a 
response.       
d) item 5d: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Chair provided details of the project to have wild-flowers in the lay-
bys and verges and the volunteer role of Verge Ambassador. He also advised he would be attending the 
project Steering Group on 12 June.      
e) item 5e: Footpath connecting Willow Green to Children’s Play Area: The Clerk provided details of the quote 
received from Gibson & Co Solicitors for the possible conveyance of the strip of land. The Councillors 
agreed to approach the land owner, Mr Lynn, with proposal to take on the ownership of the footpath. The 
Councillors agreed to the content of a draft letter to Mr Lynn. 
f) item 5g: Otterburn street lights: The Clerk advised he had not as yet received a response to his email about the 
street lighting in Otterburn.   
g) item 5i: Plans for Otterburn 2019 and beyond: Cllr Cook advised she had made a couple of amendments to the 
poster and agreed to prepare a questionnaire to accompany it for residents to have a say on the priorities of 
work and any other possible ideas. Options were discussed how to engage with the Parishioners to participate 
in the choice.  
 
6. Finance 

a) Clerk’s salary review: Reference was made to the details provided by NALC recommending the revised salary 
bands of Parish and Town Clerks.  The Councillors agreed to the increased rate for the appropriate band. 
b) Clerk’s salary and expenses for May, 2019: The Clerk’s claim for salary & expenses was agreed. 
c) Payment of the Parish Council Insurance premium: The Clerk provided details of the rates received from the two 
companies. It was agreed to proceed with the revised long term agreement with Came & Coy at a premium of 
£436.52..   
d) Payment of invoice to C. Mowatt for grass cutting: The Clerk advised that he had not as yet received the latest 
invoice and this item will be added to the July agenda. 
 
7. Planning –  
a) 19/01158/FUL: Erection of poly-tunnel 18’ x 30’ (5.5m x 9.2m), shed 21’ x 12’ 4’’ (3.7m x 3.8m) and hide 6’ x 8’ 
(1.8m x 2.4m): Guilders Cleugh Cottage, Elsdon, NE19 1NA: The Clerk advised that this application had been 
agreed by Councillors between meetings and that NCC had been advised.  
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8. New Business 

a) Brierley Gardens & Willow Green speed limit: The Clerk reported that he had spoken to Neil Snowdon (NCC) 
who advised that should the Parish Council wish to request the revised speed limit it would be best to do so 
via the Local Transport Programme that will be received in July.       
b) Stone seat at Millennium Green: The Chair advised he had spoken to Cllr Farrell on the topic. Cllr Farrell was 
looking to get a group together to remove the seat from its present location and repair it. The Chair advised 
that the Parish Council would certainly require a detailed project plan, risk assessment and all other 
appropriate paperwork before any work was agreed that included direct Parish Council involvement and work 
on Parish Council land such as the Millennium Green.  
c) Friday night club: In the absence of Cllr Farrell it was agreed to add this item to the July meeting agenda.      
d) Dog mess dispensers: Cllr Peto suggested that the dispensers could be more visible and hence potentially used 
more.  The Clerk advised that the dispenser located alongside the RTC was being used frequently given the 
number of times the bags are needing to be replenished. It was agreed to investigate to see if a more visible 
sign could be purchased to be placed alongside the dispenser.  
e) Speed warning sign: Cllr Peto asked when the broken flashing speed signs were going to be replaced. The 
Clerk advised that Northumbrian Water had verbally agreed to provide replacements as part of their legacy of 
the new water treatment works however that would not be until the works were completed. That was 
presented scheduled for early 2020. It was agreed to contact Northumbrian Water for an update on 
timescales and possibly write to Cllr Riddle for guidance.  
f) Remembrance Sunday: Cllr Peto advised he had spoken to Rev Ryder and that he was happy to represent the 
Parish Council again this year. This was agreed by the other Councillors. He highlighted that it was not 
known at this time whether Remembrance Sunday would feature 75th anniversary of D-Day or 80th 
anniversary of the beginning of WW2. 
g) Rural policing and crime: There was discussion regarding what appears to be a rising level of crime in the rural 
areas such as Redesdale whilst police presence seemed to be reducing. It was agreed that the Parish Council 
should write to the Chief Inspector as well as the Police Commissioner and the newly appointed Mayor 
expressing the concern raised by a number of local Parishioners. 
 

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council 
There was no other business 
   
10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 2 July, 2019 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.   
Meeting closed 8.15pm        
 
The Chair invited Mr Pringle to speak. Mr Pringle questioned as to what the Revitalising Redesdale team were 
doing as after a ‘big’ launch nothing appeared to have happened.  The Chair provided details of the Ironside 
works at Ridsdale as well as the Battle of Otterburn project and other activities taking place. He advised he 
would contact Mr Pringle after the Steering Group meeting on 12 June with an update. The Clerk advised 
that there was a link on the Parish Council website that provided direct access to the Revitalising Redesdale 
website.   


